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p.238
•the nonexperimental and quasi-experimental research strategies compare groups of 
scores, like true experiments, but do not manipulate an independent variable to create 
the groups. 
•These two strategies do not have the internal validity of true experiments and cannot 
establish unambiguous cause-and-effect relationships. 
•quasiexperimental studies make some attempt to minimize threats to internal validity, 
whereas nonexperimental studies typically do not.



NONEXPERIMENTAL AND QUASI-EXPERIMENTAL
RESEARCH STRATEGIES

the Structure of Nonexperimental and Quasi-experimental Designs
p.240

• 2 general categories of nonexperimental and quasi-experimental designs:
1. Between-subjects designs, also known as nonequivalent group designs
2. Within-subjects designs, also known as pre–post designs 



BETWEEN-SUBJECTS NONEXPERIMENTAL AND QUASI-
EXPERIMENTAL DESIGNS: NONEQUIVALENT GROUP DESIGNS

p.242

threats to Internal Validity for Nonequivalent Group Designs :
individual differences
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Nonexperimental Designs with Nonequivalent Groups :
1. The Differential Research Design

individual differences are the primary interest. 
Researchers deliberately create separate groups of participants based on a specific individual 
difference.

to establish differences between the preexisting groups 
= ex post facto research 
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Nonexperimental Designs with Nonequivalent Groups :
1. The Differential Research Design
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Nonexperimental Designs with Nonequivalent Groups :
2. The Posttest-Only Nonequivalent Control Group Design
Nonequivalent groups are commonly used in applied research situations in which the goal is to evaluate the 
effectiveness of a treatment administered to a preexisting group of participants. A second group of similar but 

nonequivalent participants is used for the control condition.

= static group comparison



BETWEEN-SUBJECTS NONEXPERIMENTAL AND QUASI-
EXPERIMENTAL DESIGNS: NONEQUIVALENT GROUP DESIGNS

p.247

Quasi-experimental Design with Nonequivalent Groups
1. The Pretest–Posttest Nonequivalent Control Group Design

In this design, the first step is to observe (measure) both groups. The treatment is then administered to one group, 

and, following the treatment, both groups are observed again.



WITHIN-SUBJECTS NONEXPERIMENTAL AND
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Nonexperimental pre–post Design
1. The Pretest–Posttest Design
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Quasi-experimental pre–post Design
1. Time-Series Design

2. single-subject designs

p.253
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Developmental research designs

1. Cross-Sectional Developmental research Design

2. Longitudinal Developmental research Design

3. Cross-Sectional Longitudinal Designs


